WHAT TO DO IN THE GARDEN IN JANUARY

The Ornamental Garden
Summer prune roses around mid-January for a great autumn display approximately fifty days later.
Remove the oldest canes from heritage and old-fashioned roses to encourage new growth for next
spring’s flowers.
In hot dry conditions two-spotted mite (red spider) may become a problem; humid stormy weather
may increase the chance of black spot, rust and mildew on roses. Remedies may be needed. Foliage
loss on roses due to fungal or insect damage can result in canes becoming sunburnt and blackened,
with resulting lack of vigour.
Apply a liquid fertiliser to all annual flowers fortnightly. Half-strength applied fortnightly to fuchsias.
Sow seeds of delphiniums, lupins, polyanthus at the end of January so that seedlings are well
established before winter if they are to flower the following spring. Also, sow poppies, pansies,
stocks, wallflowers, Virginian stock and linaria. Well-established plants will flower during mild spells
through winter.
Make first ties on dahlias and remove centre growth to promote strong lateral growth. Remove
spent flowers from annuals (deadheading). Cut back early-planted petunias to promote new growth
and a second flush of flowers. Chrysanthemums will benefit if the centres are nipped out to
encourage stronger lateral growth.
Prune wisteria by removing new long whippy unwanted growth and continue to control until main
pruning in winter.
Plant colchicum, sternbergia and autumn-flowering crocus bulbs.
Lift spring-flowering bulbs when leaves yellow. Daffodils and jonquils may stay undisturbed for three
years, but if overcrowded or not flowering well, it’s time to lift them.
Snap off old rhododendron flower trusses.
Watering should be done either early morning or in the cool of the evening, but remember that
water on foliage, especially if left overnight, will result in fungal problems in some plants such as
roses.
Take cuttings of daphne, grevillea and buxus.
Spray azalea and rhododendrons for lace bug with MaxGuard or Confidor. Confidor tablets are a
useful form of protection. Confidor may be used for thrip on roses or gladiolus.

The Kitchen Garden
Clear broad beans and peas, and prepare bed for winter brassicas. Sow seeds of beans, beetroot,
broccoli, Brussels sprouts, cabbage, carrot, cauliflower, Chinese cabbage, cucumber, leek, lettuce,
radish. silver beet, sweet corn and zucchini. Extra effort may be required to keep soil moist until
germination takes place.
Plant seed potatoes and seedlings of beans, beetroot, broccoli, Brussels sprouts, cabbage, carrot,
cauliflower, Chinese cabbage, cucumber, leek, lettuce, radish, rhubarb, silver beet, tomato, zucchini.
At the same time, remove any plants that are not doing well or are showing signs of disease.
Apply liquid fertiliser fortnightly to all vegetables.

Mulch tomatoes and corn.
Continue harvesting crops planted in spring. Onions, shallots and garlic should be dug and stored in a
dry airy position indoors.
Heavily-loaded fruit trees eg plums may need some support to prevent limbs from breaking, or
alternatively, summer pruning will lighten the load on branches. Harvest stone fruit and remove any
damaged or fallen fruit from trees.
Excessive growth on Kiwifruit should be kept in check at all times.
Protect apples and pears from codling moth.
Citrus plants need plenty of water once a week, as well as one application of blood and bone. Prune
off any dead or twiggy growth and if scale is evident, or if you see ants or sooty mould before you
see the scale, spray with white oil, pest oil or another oil product to smother these insects and their
eggs. Spray with Confidor® to prevent future scale attack. Bronze orange bugs appear in summer.
Whether small and green, bright orange or adult, looking like large spiny cockroaches, they all do
damage as sap suckers. Use a bucket of hot water and knock the bugs into it, but wear goggles, long
sleeves and gloves for they squirt caustic liquid which can be very painful to the eyes.
In extreme heat, potted fruit trees can be moved to a cooler spot in the garden.

General Maintenance
January is too hot for strenuous work in the garden but it is wise to continue weeding, watering and
keeping pests and disease under control.
Watch for caterpillar attack on small plants and two-spotted mite on older crops as these can quickly
ruin your good work. Watch also for pear and cherry slug on pears, plums, peaches, cherries,
almonds, hawthorn and rowan. Oil spray, pest oil, eco-pest oil or, with small plants, the contents of
the vacuum cleaner or dust will be effective.
Consider experimenting with plants which will attract insect predators.
Prune berry bushes which have fruited by removing all canes which have borne fruit.
Remove any unwanted tree seedlings by treating with glyphosate. Treat first, cut later, otherwise
the cut tree may sucker and your poisoning job will take far longer.
Even if your lawn is looking worse for wear with summer heat and lack of water, it’s still a good idea
to run the lawn mower over it to tidy any leaf debris and seedheads. If going away, arrange for the
lawn to be mown in your absence. Organise for the garden to be watered at least twice weekly if
there’s no substantial rain.
Check plants are well-mulched and lightly fork the mulch to ensure it has not compacted, to aerate
the soil and allow moisture to penetrate deeply. If applying fresh mulch, ensure firstly that the soil is
moist. Wetting agents may assist.
Check watering systems to see that all drippers are working properly. Once the drippers have been
checked, ensure that all areas are well-mulched.
Check individual plants, particularly any that are newly planted as they may require more moisture,
mulch and care to get them through summer, perhaps adding water crystals or a drench of Seasol
Planting Gel®.
Don’t forget to clean out and top up the bird bath.
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